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From The Director of Education, Jeff Williams : 

 

Christmas Day 2019 ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŎƻǳƴǘƭŜǎǎ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ΨǎŜŎǊŜǘƛƴƎΩ 

ŀƴŘ ΨǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎΩ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ 

was little. ²Ŝ ǊŜƳƛƴƛǎŎŜŘ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ΨƘƛŘΩ ŀ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ƪƛŘΩǎ 

kitchen in the back of my jeep transporting it to Wales. All prompted by the story of the 

secret transportation across Hampshire on December 24th of a Peace Pole, in the back of 

ƴƻǿ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ŎŀǊ ŀǎ ŀ ƎƛŦǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΗ .ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǎȅƳƳŜǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴΗ 

Photos of my bespoke Peace Pole are below. Key aspects of my sporting and cultural 

interests, life, family and personality are captured ς all surrounded in the Celtic language of 

angels ς Bydded Heddwch Yn Drech Ar Y Ddaaear (for those not angelically linguistic - May 

Peace Prevail On Earth. 

So, I am thrilled to celŜōǊŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ƻǳǊ Ψ{ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΩ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ 

photos in this Special Edition Newsletter. Conceptualised when visiting my family in Boston 

and New York, but importantly birthed and developed by my team of creative 

educationalists, we are delighted to share some examples of what this has become. Our 

forest of Peace Poles at the Cathedrals, Priory and Abbey was due to be featured on 

regional TV, but ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ. However, the creation and 

permanence of the poles across the region in our schools will speak to so many. 

¢ƘŜ ƛǊƻƴȅ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ψ{ǘŀƴŘ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΩ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ς but 

metaphorically, we have been shoulder-to-shoulder during the Lockdown ς and household 

to household standing for all that matters during these exceptional times.  

We began our corporate witness and challenge to society and our communities in January 

when we Stood Together on Holocaust Memorial Day, especially important this year as we 

remembered the 75th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz.  

Hence our sunflower challenge, based on the historic placing of sunflowers on graves 

around the death camps. My sunflowers grow impressively. But I have been staggered by 

ŀƴ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ IŜŀŘǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ aŀǊǎƘΩǎ ǎǳƴŦƭƻǿŜǊ garden (see below)Φ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

that sunflowers could produce multiple heads ς ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǎǳƴŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ 

in multiple bloom! These and the mathematical ideas we shared about Fibonacci Spirals are 

still opportunities for you as readers, teachers and family members to marvel and share. 

Lƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ǎǳƴŦƭƻǿŜǊ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƛƴ 

IŀƳǇǎƘƛǊŜΤ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ and international spectacular experience at the 

bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ wƘƻǎǎƛƭƛ .ŀȅ, The Gower. There, LΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ 

about Sunflowers at Auschwitz, and Fibonacci spirals ς but also about the joy and beauty 



 
 

these flowers have, and will continue to bring to so many, and how they will impact on our 

bee population. 

So ς ƛǘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘŀōƭȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ tŜŀŎŜ tƻƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ 

Lockdown ς do please look at our project book and create one next term? And if the 

ǎǳƴŦƭƻǿŜǊ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ƙit the ground this year ς next year is calling. 

May Peace Prevail Upon Earth and may sunflowers bring you joy ς this year and in the years 

to come. 

Jeff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peace Poles 

This year our 160 church schools and linked churches were invited to create a peace pole 
to highlight work that continues across the world to bring about peace and unity.   

¢ƘŜ ǇƻƭŜǎ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛȊŜ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǇŜŀŎŜ, while simultaneously linking this work with 
that of people of all faiths and nationalities worldwide who are striving for a better, unified 
world. We Stand Together alongside marginalised groups and individuals, anchored in our 
Christian values and Biblically rooted in our commitment. 

The poles were due to form ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŀǎ ΨtŜŀŎŜ tƻƭŜ CƻǊŜǎǘǎΩ - displayed at the 
2020 leavers services at Winchester and Portsmouth Cathedrals, Christchurch Priory and 
Romsey Abbey, as well as at local churches.  However, those services could not take place 
due to the restrictions for safe public worship. Instead our communities can enjoy a filmed 
celebration on You Tube which includes videos and images of a selection of our poles. 
Enjoy these at :  

Winchester Video : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLExBr-v_PM&feature=youtu.be  

Portsmouth Video : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GumsxSaeRto 

 

We celebrate a sample of what our schools are doing here, with the accompanying stories 
of their creation and meaning. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLExBr-v_PM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GumsxSaeRto


 
 

Children at Lockerley CofE Primary 

School all took part in designing a school 

peace pole, including the children who 

are unable to attend school due to 

shielding. Every child created a small 

design which they felt represented 

peace, and these were all added to 

create one shared piece of art. The 

peace pole is destined to be a feature of 

the prayer area in the new school 

garden.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  

A legacy at Long Sutton 

Year 6 teacher Jacqui Austin of Long Sutton Church of England Primary School explains the 

impact of the peace pole on pupils: 

άHaving attended the initial workshops, the children were thrilled with the idea of creating 

a legacy within the school, via their Peace Pole. 

The various elements on the pole came after much thought and deliberation, but a couple 

of things came out of their conversation very strongly. Firstly, as a year group that has had 

so much taken away from them this year, they wanted to show how strong they were at 

having 'survived' the truncation of their education, and secondly, that even with that, they 

still worked as a team to create this legacy. Their tree is a sign of this strength and how 

they've grown through their time in the school - it is also the school logo. The cross, 

surrounded by roses, is a sign that when Jesus left this world, his message was one of 

peace.   

The PEACE in yellow and black is a recognition that the Peace Pole movement started in 

Japan, and as movies of Japan show large neon signs flashing in their cities, they wanted to 

give a nod to that. The hand is a rainbow - a sign of the hand of friendship given to all, and 

that each of us, like every finger, is different. The dove is the universal sign of peace, and 

has the words 'May Peace Prevail on Earth' in Japanese, written through it. The CND symbol 

is a universally known sign for peace, as are the Peace fingers. The black night with stars, 

bordered with rainbows are showing us that even in the dark times of Covid-19, there are 

tiny pieces of hope, like the stars that shine in the night sky. The sun, with black clouds 

reminds us that even behind the blackest clouds, the sun is still shining.   Finally, the floral 

word of peace is a hope that peace will continue to grow throughout the world and 

blossom, like the flowers. This is their shared message and legacy, and their hope is that 

everyone will remember them and how they felt about the unprecedented time that has 

been the end of their primary educationέ. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

This peace pole has been inspired by the 

ideas from Year 6 children at St Johns 

Church of England Primary School, 

Rowlands Castle.  

 

It is entitled: Ways to Peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 pupils, Bryony Hodgkinson 

and Lola Clancy with the peace 

pole from their school, St Luke's 

Church of England Primary School 

in Sway.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


