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Sparsholt Community Newsletter 2025 
 

Parish Council News 

The Sparsholt Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 18th September covered the 
following items: 

• The Sparsholt Parish Community Emergency Plan – A booklet had been 
printed, following consultation with parishioners.   It will be distributed to all 
households at the end of September.  

• A Speed Limit Reminder has now been purchased to replace the one that had 
been rented from Hursley Parish Council. It will be in operation in the village 
soon. 

• The Traffic Survey, required as evidence to support a potential 20 mph limit 
proposal has been delayed by HCC and we are working to resolve the delay as 
quickly as possible. The extent of the surveys may be more than previously 
understood and definitive clarification would by sought by our County 
Councillor. 

• The County and City Councillors were asked to provide an update on the white 
lines, pinch points, white gates, bollards, potholes and new signs around the 
village as an agreement for these was made 18 months ago.  Some work on 
white lines had taken place but there was no information available as to when 
the remainder of the work would take place. 

• It was also noted that lots of markings had been made in Woodman Close but 
again no further information as to when work would take place. {subsequent 
to the meeting information has been received by affected households in 
Woodman Close, Bostock Close, Stockwell Place and Sheddon’s Place. See 
below} 

• Updates were made to some policies and procedures to keep them in line with 
best practice provided to the council. These can be found on the council’s 
webpages under Documents. 

Woodman Close, Sparsholt - Carriageway Repairs 

The works are programmed to start on 17 October 2025 and are expected to last for 4 
days excluding the weekend, during which time Woodman Close between its junction 
with Woodman Lane to end of the close will be closed to vehicular traffic from 
approximately 08:00 till 16:00 the road will be re-opened during the evening. 

These timescales are weather dependent, any significant changes to the scheduled 
dates will be made clear on the yellow sign boards located at the works limits. 

Please be aware any vehicles left parked on the road that prevent the works 
taking place, face the risk of being removed. 
 
Information provided by Hampshire County Council Highways 
 

Winchester Local Plan 

The independent Planning Inspector for the Winchester District Local Plan has written 
to indicate that the Plan is on track to pass the steps needed for its adoption, subject to 
some agreed amendments (known as main modifications).  

The letter, which follows the recent examination hearings, marks an important 
milestone for the Plan and confirms it can move to the next stage. 

https://www.winchester.gov.uk/news/2025/sep/inspector-s-letter-marks-positive-
step-forward-in-winchester-s-local-plan 

Village Calendar 

The Calendar can be viewed at:  
http://www.sparsholtparish.org/Calendar  
Please send updates to: 
sparsholt.newsletter@sparsholtparish.org   

Next Parish Council Meeting 

The next Parish Council Meeting is on 
16th October 2025 at 7.30pm.   

Council meetings will take place in the 
Mosaic Room at the Memorial Hall 
Sparsholt. 

New Parish Councillor 

There is a vacancy for a Parish 
Councillor please contact Sue Wood 
the Chair of the Council for further 
information 

chair@sparsholtparish.org 

Village WhatsApp Group 

Sign up if you haven't already joined 
the group. See last page for details. 

Find where you Lose heat 

 

Borrow the Parish Council's easy to use 
thermal camera. For information email  

camera@sparsholtparish.org 

Southern Water - Andover Link Main 

Major works to lay a new 22.5km 
pipeline from Crab Wood to Andover 

https://www.southernwater.co.uk/abo
ut-us/our-plans/water-for-life-
hampshire/andover-link-main 

 

https://www.winchester.gov.uk/news/2025/sep/inspector-s-letter-marks-positive-step-forward-in-winchester-s-local-plan
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Events 

 

Please join two Sparsholt residents who sing with the popular, local, chamber 
choir, Southern Voices.  They present a poignant and beautiful concert of 
HOPE:  SONGS OF FAREWELL on Saturday 8 November, 7.30pm in St 
Paul’s Church, Winchester. On the eve of Remembrance-Sunday the 
programme is centred around Hubert Parry’s six Songs of Farewell, texts from 
the British Isles celebrating and reflecting on the tremendous loss of life during 
WW1 as only Parry can. 

HOPE is at the heart of this concert and each piece has been selected to be 
reflective and optimistic. The evening will include Thomas 
Tomkins’ exquisite madrigal When David Heard, and Robert Ramsey’s How are 
the mighty fallen, both from the 17th century, along with a very moving anthem 
from contemporary David Briggs and the wonderfully uplifting Holy is the 
true light by William Harris. Mixed throughout are movements from Ian 
Venables’ Requiem (2018) with a notably fabulous organ accompaniment. 

The choir and Musical Director, Jamal Sutton, hope to welcome you and 
that you will be both moved and uplifted. 

Tickets £18 are on sale: www.southernvoices.co.uk or telephone 0333 666 3366 
(booking fees apply). Registered charity 1086868 

  

https://www.southernvoices.co.uk/spring
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M3 junction 9 improvements project 

During mid-September traffic was successfully switched into a contraflow system on the M3 southbound. Work to construct the new 
A34 underpass begins.  Through October 2025, vegetation will be removed from various locations. Before any clearance begins 
thorough ecological checks to identify wildlife and nesting birds is carried out. 
  
Once work is complete, replanting will deliver several environmental enhancements — including restoring chalk grassland habitats. Find 
out more about our Chalk Grassland restoration: https://sway.cloud.microsoft/fFbIXtAKBsdUPunJ?ref=Link 
  

• Overnight on Tuesday 14, Wednesday 15 and Thursday 16 October  the M3 will be closed southbound between junctions 8 
and 9 (9pm to 6am) - Vegetation clearance and Vehicle Restraint System removal 

o Diversion: M3 northbound junctions 8 and 9 diversion 
  

• On Friday 17 and Saturday 18 October  the A34 will be closed at Three Maids Hill and A33 the Cart and Horse junction 
southbound (9pm to 6am) - A34 access construction 

o Diversion: A34/A33 southbound diversions 
  

• Overnight on Monday 20, Tuesday 21, Wednesday 22, and Thursday 23 October  the M3 junction 9 northbound exit slip road 
will be closed (9pm to 6am) - Vegetation clearance 

o Diversion: M3 northbound exit slip road diversion 
  

• Overnight on Sunday 26 October  the M3 junction 9 southbound entry slip road will be closed (9pm to 6am) - Vegetation 
clearance 

o Diversion: M3 southbound entry slip road diversion 
  

• Overnight on Monday 27, Tuesday 28, Wednesday 29, Thursday 30 and Friday 31 October  the M3 northbound between 
junctions 9 and 8 will be closed (9pm to 6am) - Vegetation clearance 

o Diversion: M3 northbound junctions 9 and 8 diversion 
  
Our diversion routes are designed to suit all vehicle types. 
You are advised not to use a Satnav when following any of the diversions because there is a risk it could direct you down an unsuitable 
road or back onto the network when it is closed. 
  
Please remember that closures can change at short notice. 
 You can check the latest information on https://nationalhighways.co.uk/travel-updates/road-closure-report/ or  
find live travel information on https://www.trafficengland.com.  
Our https://nationalhighways.co.uk/travel-updates/travel-alerts/ give details of live incidents on our network. 
 
 

FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR CHARITIES AND COMMUNITY GROUPS IN OUR WARD! 

A reminder that our Small Grant Schemes are open for applications until 31st January 2026, although we may close sooner if the fund 
becomes fully allocated. We still have unallocated funds available for this year. 

If you know any community groups or local charities in your ward that would benefit from our schemes, please ask them to email the 
grants team (grants@winchester.gov.uk) or to apply via our website. 

1.                  District Small Grant fund is designed to provide small-scale, one-off grants of up to £3,000, to eligible charities and 
community groups, targeted at activities that promote healthy 
communities:  https://www.winchester.gov.uk/grants.../small-grant-scheme 

 
2.                  Winchester City Community Grants are specifically for organisations serving the five unparished Wards of Winchester 

(maximum grant of £3,000).  Eligibility criteria and funding priorities apply: https://www.winchester.gov.uk/gra.../town-
forum-small-grants 
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https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=2475&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fd%2Fu%2F1%2Fedit%3Fmid%3D1bF-kyWdQW7Fm3ZJdLUFR_-cnEVkkdOg%26usp%3Dsharing&t=cfa5c81ffccbda7c9fa2e1917d1251bc7c53268c
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=2475&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fd%2Fu%2F1%2Fedit%3Fmid%3D163KGdmXEtun7pnLn8hRGPT8YRVImzog%26usp%3Dsharing&t=23317addb72e33f508d71df87b7a87d86539665d
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=2475&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fd%2Fu%2F1%2Fedit%3Fmid%3D13CpqrKjaQgrmc4R0lYvo62flSRKb5hM%26usp%3Dsharing&t=abd39c8de2b25dbf0864b0cd1e8c6fd8d6b3acfb
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=2475&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fd%2Fu%2F1%2Fedit%3Fmid%3D1Q644FJpd4YrhS1ziE-71VTuOk1KKhNU%26usp%3Dsharing&t=ebdd92b9116ee55167f5f2cfd4abf2b6585c6173
https://nationalhighways.co.uk/travel-updates/road-closure-report/
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St Stephen's Church 

Our Church in Sparsholt is open every day during daylight hours. You are very welcome to come in, look around and find a quiet 
moment of Peace. There is a light switch on your left as you go through the door, behind the curtain. We would be very grateful if 
you could switch the light off when you leave. Also, please close the door so that birds and other animals cannot get in 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to go to a Church Service on one of the Sundays when there is no Service in St. 
Stephen’s, here is the normal rota across the Benefice: 

1st Sunday in the month:   

 10am Holy Communion at Chilbolton  

 10am Morning Prayer at Crawley 

 4pm   Café Church in Littleton Church Room (in October)      
  

In addition, because there are 5 Sundays in November, there will be an 11am Holy Communion Service at Chilbolton on 30th 
November for the whole Benefice, followed by a Bring & Share lunch. If you would like to join the Benefice Choir, just for this 

Service, please let Sally Wesley know on sally.wesley@btinternet.com. 

 

'Church service for little ones’ on 2nd and 4th Sundays from September!  4pm at St Mary-the-Less, 
Chilbolton   

Bubble Church is a Sunday church service especially for babies, toddlers, and young families. It's 
a puppet-packed, Jesus-centred, coffee-and-food fuelled, 30-minute kids and families 
adventure. 

  

For further information concerning the Church and Services, please contact the Benefice Office on 01962 880845 or visit 
https://downsbenefice.org/ 

 

 

  

Date St. Stephen’s Church, Sparsholt 

12th October 10am – Harvest Festival  

Please see separate sheet for details of goods to bring to the Service 

19th October 9am – Holy Communion (BCP) 

26th October 10am - Morning Worship 

2nd November 6pm – All Saints 

9th  November 10.55am – Remembrance (starting at the War Memorial) 

16th  November 9am – Holy Communion (BCP) 

22nd November 10am - Morning Worship 

mailto:sally.wesley@btinternet.com
https://downsbenefice.org/
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Transforming 
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Ham Green - Dog Fouling Sign 

New signs have been placed around Ham 
Green to: 

1. discourage dog fouling and 

2. encourage reporting of dog fouling offenders 
to Winchester City Council 

3. remind dog fouling offenders of the penalty 
for offending. 

Around Sparsholt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

photos: Howard Annesley 
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SPARSHOLT COMMUNITY CONTACTS 

Parish Councillors                 

Sue Wood 
Chair & 
Transport & 
Highways 

chair@sparsholtparish.org 
transport@sparsholtparish.org 
highways@sparsholtparish.org 

01962 776255 

Mark Himbury Memorial Hall memorialhall@sparsholtparish.org 07956 371433 

John Cooper 
Footpaths & 
Ham Green 

footpaths@sparsholtparish.org 01962 776753 

John Little 
Deputy Chair & 
Communications 

deputy@sparsholtparish.org 
communications@sparsholtparish.org  

07887 540218 

Nigel Reid Sparsholt Shop shop@sparsholtparish.org 01962 776244 

Jonathan Walthoe Security security@sparsholtparish.org 07752 390536 
David Brown Playground playground@sparsholtparish.org 01962 776182 

Sam Culhane  councillor2@sparsholtparish.org 07957 804618 

Becky Pickles Clerk clerk@sparsholtparish.org 07553 033298 

Please note there is a  vacancy for a councillor please contact Chair or Clerk for further information.    

City Councillors 

Caroline Horrill CHorrill@winchester.gov.uk 01962 776844 

Stephen Godfrey sgodfrey@winchester.gov.uk 01962 884477 

Patrick Cunningham pcunningham@winchester.gov.uk 01962 883887 
   

County Councillor 

Jan Warwick jan.warwick@hants.gov.uk 07717104236 
   

Member of Parliament 

Danny Chambers danny.chambers.mp@parliament.uk 01962 868586 
 

WHATSAPP:  SUPPORT GROUP VOLUNTEERS 

To join the Sparsholt Parish WhatsApp group please contact - 
communications@sparsholtparish.org 

Please provide your mobile number to be added to the group. 

Police Contacts 

PCSO 15075 Michelle Wilkinson – 07901102292 
PCSO 13466 Kerry Croutear – 07976962677 
PC 28364 Victoria McCallum – 07795454351 
The Winchester Rural Neighbourhood Policing Team email 
address is winchester.rural.police@hampshire.police.uk 

WEBSITES 

Sparsholt Parish: http://www.sparsholtparish.org/  
Sparsholt Shop: http://www.sparsholtparish.org/Our_Shop  
Downs Benefice: http://www.downsbenefice.org/ 
 

VILLAGE CALENDAR 

The Calendar can be viewed at:  
http://www.sparsholtparish.org/Calendar  
Please send updates to: 
sparsholt.newsletter@sparsholtparish.org   

Ham Green Conservation Group 

Malcolm Hewson malcolmhewson@btinternet.com  

Sparsholt Oil Syndicate 

John Wesley johnr.wesley@btinternet.com  

Neighbourhood Watch 

Sparsholt Neighbourhood Watch coordinator is Jonathan 
Walthoe. Please contact:  security@sparsholtparish.org 

Aluminium Recycling Bin 

Bin is located by the side of the shop behind the phone box.  
Note:  
Only Aluminium (no tin or plastic) and please crush cans. 

New to Sparsholt or if you have a New Neighbour 

If you are new to Sparsholt or have a new neighbour, please 
let Mark Himbury know so that a Sparsholt Welcome booklet 
can be delivered mark@markhimburydesign.co.uk 

Copy Deadline next Edition 

This is your newsletter so please contribute items of interest, 
news of events, offers to help and/or photographs.  The 
deadline for the next edition is 28th November 2025 please 
submit all items to sparsholt.newsletter@sparsholtparish.org 
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