
 
 
 

Sparsholt Christmas Newsletter 2025 

Merry Christmas and best wishes for the  
New Year 2026 to all our readers. 

Sparsholt Traffic Update 

Traffic volumes and speeds continue to cause problems for the village with particular 
issues arising during rush hour and in Crab Wood. Safety is a key concern in the village 
as far as Ham Green and the degradation of the earth banks in Crab Wood from passing 
cars is clearly visible.  

The issues facing Sparsholt are symptomatic of the excessive traffic blighting 
Winchester city centre and many surrounding areas. There are no easy solutions.   

Sparsholt Parish Council has taken the following actions in response: 

1. A full program of repairs to the existing signage has been requested and is 

expected to be completed by HCC in 2026.  

2. In addition to repairs, “village gateways” have been commissioned on 

Woodman Lane. These are proven to have a calming effect on traffic.  

3. A speed indicator device “SID” has been purchased and is currently rotating 

between two locations at either end of the village with a further two planned.  

4. Funding for a second SID has been sought from safety grants made available 

by the Police Commissioner.  

All of the repair and improvement work together with the purchase of the SID have 
been funded by the Parish Council. It is not currently possible to obtain central funding 
for these projects. Sparsholt previously borrowed a SID from a neighbouring parish, but 
this ceased after the device was vandalised.  

Looking to the future the Parish Council will continue working to mitigate the impacts 
from road traffic. 

- If the data from the SID supports its viability, the Parish Council will consult 

parishioners on a 20mph zone running from the Plough Inn to Ham Green.  

- If there is sufficient support an application will be made to the relevant 

authorities. (Without the SID data it is not possible to make the application 

hence the need to acquire and operate a SID first). 

- The Parish Council will continue to consult in relation to Crab Wood SSI in 

order to understand what measures may be possible to prevent further 

damage.  

It is overwhelmingly likely that any 20mph application and / or further traffic measures 
in Crab Wood or elsewhere will need to be self-funded by Sparsholt Parish.  

If you would like to discuss these issues or make additional points or suggestions please 
contact Jon Walthoe security@sparsholtparish.org.  

Cleaner needed for Memorial Hall 

Sparsholt Memorial Hall is seeking a new cleaner to start in January.  
Early morning/evenings/weekends (4-5 hours a week in 2-3 visits).  
For more information please contact: Mark Himbury 07956 371433 

The Cold Moon 

 

photo: Howard Annesley 

Next Parish Council Meeting 

The next Parish Council Meeting is on 
15th January 2026 at 7.30pm.   

Council meetings will take place in the 
Mosaic Room at the Memorial Hall 
Sparsholt. 

Christmas Tree Recycling 

Christmas trees for recycling will be 
collected from alongside your recycling 
or Garden Waste bin on Thursday 
22nd January 2026. You do not need 
to have a garden waste subscription 
for this.  

DO NOT LEAVE TREES ANYWHERE 
OTHER THAN BY YOUR RECYCLING OR 

GARDEN WASTE BIN AS THEY WILL 
NOT BE COLLECTED FROM ELSEWHERE 

-  NOT EVEN THE TRIANGLE ON 
CHURCH LANE THAT USED TO BE A 

COLLECTION POINT. 

Please remove any decorations, and if 
your tree is more than five feet tall, 
please cut it into smaller pieces so the 
crew can fit it in the collection vehicle. 

Opportunist Christmas Thieves 

Just a reminder at this time of year to 
be EXTRA vigilant and careful to lock 
doors and windows to deter the 
opportunist thieves. 

mailto:security@sparsholtparish.org
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GREAT NEWS - 5 NEW HOMES 

Keith Wood, the Sparsholt City Councillor back in 2014, spotted 
the opportunity to build new Council homes on Council land in 
Bostock Close. The repurposing of large garden plots will 
provide an effective and efficient way to provide much needed 
affordable housing in Sparsholt. 

In the last couple of weeks the City Council, after many years of 
pestering by your current Councillors, has decided to build five 
new homes in the village. 

The scheme will provide a mix of, much needed and valued, 
two 2-bed detached bungalows and three 1-bed terraced 
houses for social rent. Residents with a qualifying local 
connection to the parish will have a priority when the homes 
become available. 

Please ensure you sign up to the Hampshire Home Choice 
website to ensure your name is on the list, especially if you are 
living with friends or family. 

If you are interested in finding out more about the 
development and how to put your name forward, please 
attend the meeting in the Village Hall on Monday 15th 
December at 7pm. 

We will also be seeking your input on the final project. 

The building project will begin on site in January 2026, with a 
target completion in January 2027. 

Caroline Horrill, Stephen Godfery, Patrick Cunningham  
City Councillors for our Ward 

New Headteacher for Sparsholt School 

I am delighted to announce the appointment of our new 
Headteacher, Mrs Gemma Cutler, who will be joining our 
school from the 1st January 2026. 

Mrs Cutler brings a wealth of experience in educational 
leadership, having previously served as the Head of School at 
Netley Abbey Infant and Junior Schools. Her passion for 
fostering inclusive environments, commitment to academic 
excellence, and dedication to all children reaching their full 
potential makes her a wonderful addition to our school. 

Over the coming weeks, Mrs Cutler will be learning more about 
our school community, our vision, and our values. We are 
confident that her leadership will inspire continued growth and 
success for our school. 

May I take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to Mrs 
Gwilliam who is providing excellent leadership as our Acting 
Head during the Autumn Term. Mrs Gwilliam will be continuing 
in her Deputy Head role from January and will be a key 
member of the school senior leadership team. 

Please join us in extending a warm welcome to Mrs Cutler as 
she begins this exciting new chapter with us here at Sparsholt 
Church of England Primary School. 

Caroline Horrill 
Chair of Governors 
Sparsholt Church of England Primary School 

Getting ready at the Sparsholt Christmas Market in the Hall 

 
photo: Howard Annesley 
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St Stephen's Church 

Our Church in Sparsholt is open every day during daylight hours. You are very welcome to come in, look around and find a quiet 
moment of Peace. There is a light switch on your left as you go through the door, behind the curtain. We would be very grateful if 

you could switch the light off when you leave. Also, please close the door so that birds and other animals cannot get in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that, from January 2026, the early (BCP) Holy Communion Service  
will start at 8.30am and not 9.00am. 

'Church service for little ones’ on 2nd and 4th Sundays 4pm at St Mary-the-Less, Chilbolton  

  

Bubble Church is a Sunday church service especially for babies, toddlers, and young families. It's 
a puppet-packed, Jesus-centred, coffee-and-food fuelled, 30-minute kids and families 
adventure. 

For further information concerning the Church and Services, please contact the Benefice Office on 01962 880845 or visit 
https://downsbenefice.org/ 

 

Find where you Lose heat 

 

Borrow the Parish Council's easy to use thermal camera. For 
information email  

camera@sparsholtparish.org 

Parish Councillor Vacancy 

There is a vacancy for a Parish Councillor.  Please contact  
Sue Wood the Chair of the Council for further information 

chair@sparsholtparish.org 

 

photo: Howard Annesley

  

Date St. Stephen’s Church, Sparsholt 

14th December 6pm – Candlelit Carol Service  

21st December 9am – Holy Communion (BCP) 

24th December 4pm – Crib Service 

24th December 11.30pm – Midnight Holy Communion 

25th December 10am – Christmas Day Family Service 

28th December 10am – St. Stephen’s Patronal Festival (BCP) 

18th  January 8.30am – Holy Communion (BCP) 

25th  January 10am - Morning Worship 

https://downsbenefice.org/
mailto:camera@sparsholtparish.org
mailto:chair@sparsholtparish.org
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Winchester City Councillors' Report 

Mayoral elections postponed until May 2028 

The government has postponed the May 2026 mayoral elections in Hampshire and the Solent until May 2028. 

Its justification is that local government reorganisation (LGR) in the region needs to be fully implemented before mayors take office, 
and that the extra time for preparation and capacity-building will enable mayors to hit the ground running in 2028. 

This decision reflects poorly on the government, which itself set the timetable for devolution and local government reorganisation and 
severely impacts the benefits to the region in the short term. 

The announcement either leads to the conclusion that the government fundamentally misunderstood the scale of the task it had set 
itself, or that the decision may have been made for reasons of partisan advantage, given Labour seemed unlikely to win the contest, 
and may have a better chance in 2028 when the electoral system will have been changed. 

Local Government Reorganisation 

The government has launched a consultation on major changes to how councils are structured across Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, 
as part of its plans for local government reorganisation, which now take precedence over devolution. 

Residents, businesses, and organisations are being encouraged to share their views which will help the government to understand what 
local communities think about the changes before they make a final decision in (spring/March) 2026. 

The government wants views on four options currently being considered. This includes: 

Five Councils: three options for four new councils in mainland Hampshire, with the Isle of Wight remaining as a separate unitary 
authority, submitted by us and 10 other councils in Hampshire. 

Four Councils submitted by Hampshire County Council and East Hampshire District Council, for three new mainland councils in 
mainland Hampshire alongside the Isle of Wight. 

Have your say:  www.closeenoughtobelocal.co.uk/have-your-say 

Winchester Local Plan 

The Local Plan 2020-2040 is out for public consultation on the proposed major modifications. Please respond by 16th January 2026 using 
the following link. 

www.winchester.go.uk/main-modifications-consulation 

It is crucial the Council has an approved local plan, or the outcome will be a developer free for all! 

Community Governance Review for the Winchester town area 

Do not forget to complete the Community Governance Review for the Winchester Town Area before 22nd December. All the 
information can be found at www.winchester.gov.uk/CGR .  

If you have a question, please email CGR@winchester.gov.uk  

Hampshire and Isle of Wight Road Safety Summit – 3 March 2026 

Invitation from Donna Jones, Police and Crime Commissioner 

I am pleased to invite members to the first ever Hampshire and Isle of Wight Road Safety Summit which I am hosting next year with 
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Constabulary. 

Places are limited to this event, which will showcase the Safer Roads initiative and shine a spotlight on key areas of road safety and 
partnership working across the two counties.  

Summit overview: With issues surrounding speeding, dangerous driving causing death or serious injury, anti-social vehicle use, and the 
rising concern of e-bikes and e-scooters, you will hear first-hand from the Constabulary’s Roads Policing Unit, and about the problem-
solving projects funded through the PCC's Road Safety Emerging Needs Fund.  The summit will also be an opportunity to put your 
questions to senior police leaders and discuss the key road safety issues which affect communities.  

Register now to secure your ticket: https://luma.com/5n55t1bj 

http://www.closeenoughtobelocal.co.uk/have-your-say
http://www.winchester.go.uk/main-modifications-consulation
http://www.winchester.gov.uk/CGR
mailto:CGR@winchester.gov.uk
https://luma.com/5n55t1bj
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Please support the Mayor of Winchester Charities stall at the Christmas Market! 

The Mayor’s Charities will be in the Charity Chalet at the Winchester Cathedral Christmas Market on Saturday 20th December – please 
do stop by and say hello if you are in town! They will be there from 10am till 8pm and would be delighted with any support! 

You can contact your City Councillors at any time, or you can catch us at any of the Parish Council meetings.   

Caroline Horrill, Stephen Godfery, Patrick Cunningham  
City Councillors for our Ward 

Citizens Advice - Money Skills 

Citizens Advice Winchester District are focusing on a new Money Skills project over the coming months and I would be grateful if you 
could pass on the information below to any local support organisations or charities in your Parish who may be interested. 

The aim of the project is to give people useful and simple steps they can take to help ends meet. This might include creating—and 
sticking to—a monthly budget, finding ways to cut everyday costs (for food and household bills as well as utility bills), or ensuring they 
are aware of possible financial support that they could be entitled to (as well as keeping track of workplace pensions, raising awareness 
of child trust funds, etc).  We'd also look at how someone might be able to save for something important or prepare for an unexpected 
(and often emergency) expense.  Many people are able to self-help but simply need the right signposting to further advice and support, 
or are able to introduce simple day-to-day changes that can make a real difference.  For anyone needing more detailed advice, we 
follow up individually outside of the visit.   

We have found that different community groups have already benefited from this project - including families with young children, those 
on low income, carers as well as other households in the community.  

There is no cost involved for a volunteer adviser to come and speak with local groups - anyone who is interested is welcome to get in 
touch with me directly for further information or if they would like to arrange a visit from one of our advisers  

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sacha Welch sacha.welch@cawinchesterdistrict.org.uk 

Hampshire Alert - Fraudulent Christmas Presents 

Trading Standards have advised they often receive reports, particularly in this 
festive period, of criminals selling “cheap perfume” and other items in the 
street, usually out of a carrier bag (rather than through a reputable retailer). 

Although it sounds like a bargain (and who doesn’t love a bargain) Trading 
Standards warn these products can be dangerous.  Fake/counterfeit products 
have not undergone rigorous safety testing and can cause skin irritation and/or 
contain toxic ingredients such as arsenic, lead, or mercury. 

To find out more, including how to spot a fake, please visit: https://www.a-
cg.org/consumer-advice/safe-not-fake 

If you see fake products being sold in person or are approached in the street 
and offered fake products please phone 999 as a crime is in action at that 
moment.   

If you later realise you were offered fake goods in person, please report to Trading Standards Consumer Service on 0808 223 1133 or 
online to Hampshire and Isle of Wight Constabulary at: https://www.hampshire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/ 

Please do share this important warning with friends and family and encourage them to sign up for their own Hampshire Alert. 

 

https://www.hampshirealert.co.uk/ 

mailto:sacha.welch@cawinchesterdistrict.org.uk
https://www.a-cg.org/consumer-advice/safe-not-fake
https://www.a-cg.org/consumer-advice/safe-not-fake
https://www.hampshire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/
https://www.hampshirealert.co.uk/
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Hampshire County Councillor Update 

Hampshire Police & Crime Commissioner’s Road Safety Grants 

Do you have an idea that could make our roads safer? Hampshire Police & Crime Commissioner, Donna Jones is inviting 
applications for Road Safety Grants — funding designed to support projects that help reduce harm and improve safety on our 
roads. 

If you or your group have a project that could make a difference in our community, now’s the time to apply! 

You can find full details and joining information here: 
👉 hampshire-pcc.gov.uk/funding/applyforfunding 

 

County Councillor Grants 2025–26 

Applications are now open for County Councillor Grants — a great opportunity for local groups to apply for funding for 
community projects. 

Please note that grants cannot be used to support normal parish business or projects that could be funded through other means 
(such as precepts or the Community Infrastructure Levy). 

Applications are open until 27th February 2026. 
More information and application details can be found here: 
👉 hants.gov.uk/community/grants/grants-list/county-councillor 

 

Major M27 Closure – Plan Ahead for Christmas & New Year Travel 

If you’re planning to travel between Southampton and 
Portsmouth over the festive season, please be aware 
of a major closure on the M27. 

The motorway will be fully closed in both directions 
between Junctions 9 (Whiteley) and 11 
(Fareham) from 8pm on 24th December 
2025 until 4am on Sunday 4th January 2026. 

This closure will allow engineers to install a brand-new 
four-lane underpass — a major improvement that, 
thanks to an innovative technique, will save months of 
future disruption. 

What you need to know: 

• Full closure J9–J11 both ways 

• Diversion via the A27 (expect delays, especially 10am–4pm daily) 

• Exit points: westbound at J11 and eastbound at J9 

• No westbound entry at J11 (towards Southampton) or eastbound entry at J9 (towards Portsmouth) 

Please plan your journeys carefully and allow extra time if travelling during this period. Thank you for your patience while this 
essential work is completed! 

Find full details here: 
👉 hants.gov.uk/transport/M27-junction-10/christmas-closure 

 
Cllr Jan Warwick 
Deputy Leader Hampshire County Council 
Jan.warwick@hants.gov.uk 
07717 104236 

  

https://www.hampshire-pcc.gov.uk/funding/applyforfunding
https://www.hants.gov.uk/community/grants/grants-list/county-councillor
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/M27-junction-10/christmas-closure
mailto:Jan.warwick@hants.gov.uk
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Autumn and Early Winter Tasks in the Garden 

This time of the year there is a lot of plant material for the compost heap. Why not consider installing a small 

compost heap or using a plastic compost bin? 

To compost successfully and quickly, there are some important points to consider: 

• Do not include excessive air in the compost heap/bin. The bacteria and fungi which are responsible for 

the breakdown of the plant material do not require much Oxygen. A common mistake with composting is 

to have open sides allowing too much air in the compost bin. This will cool down the compost bin and it 

will take much longer to break down the compost into a usable material for the garden. 

• Adding a small amount of an organic Nitrogen fertiliser to the compost heap/bin will feed the bacteria 

which are primarily responsible for the breakdown of the plant material. The small amount equates to a 

very light covering of organic Nitrogen fertiliser on the top the compost heap/bin. Always wear gloves 

when applying fertiliser in the garden. 

This time of year a lot of pruning takes place to tidy the garden for the winter. Do remember that some plants have 

edible seeds which are invaluable for wildlife. It is good practice to leave some seed heads for our bird population. 

Some important points to remember when pruning: 

• Clean your pruning tools on a regular basis to avoid spreading diseases in the garden. 

• A common mistake is to prune a very overgrown vigorous plant very hard at this time of the year. 

This will create unbalanced and often flower free growth in the following Spring/Summer. 

• A much more efficient way of dealing with a very overgrown shrub is to reduce it down to 50% of its 

growth now and then in the late Spring/early Summer to do the same i.e. prune it to 50% of the new 

growth. This will create a bushy but not vigorous plant. You may lose flowers for the first year, 

however the plant will be under control and will produce more flowers for many future years.  

The Littleton and Harestock Gardening Club exists to answer these queries and to provide practical guidance into 

making the garden an enjoyable place. 

The Gardening Club: 

• Meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:00pm for 7:30pm in the Littleton Memorial Hall. 

• Provides a range of gardening practical talks/demonstrations to assist the new and experienced gardener. 

• Has a raffle prize at each meeting which includes a 45 minute garden consultancy visit to your garden, by the 

club president: Ray Broughton. 

• A question and answer session on topical garden tips and things to do in the garden, will take place at every 

meeting. 

• Has all this for an annual subscription of just £35. 

Why not come along as a visitor to the next meeting: Wednesday 21st January 2026. You will be made very welcome. 

Ray Broughton  President of the Littleton and Harestock Gardening Club  
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Looking Forward to 2026 
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SPARSHOLT COMMUNITY CONTACTS 

Parish Councillors                 

Sue Wood 
Chair & 
Transport & 
Highways 

chair@sparsholtparish.org 
transport@sparsholtparish.org 
highways@sparsholtparish.org 

01962 776255 

Mark Himbury Memorial Hall memorialhall@sparsholtparish.org 07956 371433 

John Cooper 
Footpaths & 
Ham Green 

footpaths@sparsholtparish.org 01962 776753 

John Little 
Deputy Chair & 
Communications 

deputy@sparsholtparish.org 
communications@sparsholtparish.org  

07887 540218 

Nigel Reid Sparsholt Shop shop@sparsholtparish.org 01962 776244 

Jonathan Walthoe Security security@sparsholtparish.org 07752 390536 
David Brown Playground playground@sparsholtparish.org 01962 776182 

Sam Culhane  councillor2@sparsholtparish.org 07957 804618 

Becky Pickles Clerk clerk@sparsholtparish.org 07553 033298 

Please note there is a  vacancy for a councillor please contact Chair or Clerk for further information.    

City Councillors 

Caroline Horrill CHorrill@winchester.gov.uk 01962 776844 

Stephen Godfrey sgodfrey@winchester.gov.uk 01962 884477 

Patrick Cunningham pcunningham@winchester.gov.uk 01962 883887 
   

County Councillor 

Jan Warwick jan.warwick@hants.gov.uk 07717104236 
   

Member of Parliament 

Danny Chambers danny.chambers.mp@parliament.uk 01962 868586 
 

WHATSAPP:  SUPPORT GROUP VOLUNTEERS 

To join the Sparsholt Parish WhatsApp group please contact - 
communications@sparsholtparish.org 

Please provide your mobile number to be added to the group. 

Police Contacts 

PCSO 15075 Michelle Wilkinson – 07901102292 
PCSO 13466 Kerry Croutear – 07976962677 
PC 28364 Victoria McCallum – 07795454351 
The Winchester Rural Neighbourhood Policing Team email 
address is winchester.rural.police@hampshire.police.uk 

WEBSITES 

Sparsholt Parish: http://www.sparsholtparish.org/  
Sparsholt Shop: http://www.sparsholtparish.org/Our_Shop  
Downs Benefice: http://www.downsbenefice.org/ 
 

VILLAGE CALENDAR 

The Calendar can be viewed at:  
http://www.sparsholtparish.org/Calendar  
Please send updates to: 
sparsholt.newsletter@sparsholtparish.org   

Ham Green Conservation Group 

Malcolm Hewson malcolmhewson@btinternet.com  

Sparsholt Oil Syndicate 

John Wesley johnr.wesley@btinternet.com  

Neighbourhood Watch 

Sparsholt Neighbourhood Watch coordinator is Jonathan 
Walthoe. Please contact:  security@sparsholtparish.org 

Aluminium Recycling Bin 

Bin is located by the side of the shop behind the phone box.  
Note:  
Only Aluminium (no tin or plastic) and please crush cans. 

New to Sparsholt or if you have a New Neighbour 

If you are new to Sparsholt or have a new neighbour, please 
let Mark Himbury know so that a Sparsholt Welcome booklet 
can be delivered mark@markhimburydesign.co.uk 

Copy Deadline next Edition 

This is your newsletter so please contribute items of interest, 
news of events, offers to help and/or photographs.  The 
deadline for the next edition is 9th January 2026 please 
submit all items to sparsholt.newsletter@sparsholtparish.org 

 

mailto:communications@sparsholtparish.org
mailto:winchester.rural.police@hampshire.police.uk
http://www.sparsholtparish.org/
http://www.sparsholtparish.org/Our_Shop
http://www.downsbenefice.org/
http://www.sparsholtparish.org/Calendar
mailto:sparsholt.newsletter@sparsholtparish.org
mailto:malcolmhewson@btinternet.com
mailto:johnr.wesley@btinternet.com
mailto:security@sparsholtparish.org
mailto:mailto:mark@markhimburydesign.co.uk?subject=New%20Neighbour
mailto:sparsholt.newsletter@sparsholtparish.org

	Sparsholt Traffic Update
	Cleaner needed for Memorial Hall
	The Cold Moon
	Next Parish Council Meeting
	Christmas Tree Recycling
	Opportunist Christmas Thieves
	GREAT NEWS - 5 NEW HOMES
	New Headteacher for Sparsholt School
	Getting ready at the Sparsholt Christmas Market in the Hall

	St Stephen's Church
	Find where you Lose heat
	Parish Councillor Vacancy

	Winchester City Councillors' Report
	Mayoral elections postponed until May 2028
	Local Government Reorganisation
	Winchester Local Plan
	Community Governance Review for the Winchester town area
	Hampshire and Isle of Wight Road Safety Summit – 3 March 2026
	Please support the Mayor of Winchester Charities stall at the Christmas Market!

	Citizens Advice - Money Skills
	Hampshire Alert - Fraudulent Christmas Presents
	Hampshire County Councillor Update
	Hampshire Police & Crime Commissioner’s Road Safety Grants
	County Councillor Grants 2025–26
	Major M27 Closure – Plan Ahead for Christmas & New Year Travel


	Autumn and Early Winter Tasks in the Garden
	The Gardening Club:
	Looking Forward to 2026
	SPARSHOLT COMMUNITY CONTACTS
	Parish Councillors
	City Councillors
	County Councillor
	Member of Parliament


